
Opportunity and Success

Many realities manifest during a day. If bad news comes, that's a
reality. If there are responsibilities to take care of, that's a reality.
Of all the realities in this ever-changing world, there is one that
remains steadfast despite everything that happens. That reality
addresses me. It is the reality of my existence.

I have a name that I associate with myself. But who am I? What am
I? Is life really as complicated as I have made it? The good and the
bad, the person who's going through a crisis—is that really me, or
am I something else? Who I am is not the complicated, but the
simple within me. Not the scales, not the weights, but an ocean of
joy. Simple, beautiful. With one thirst—the thirst to be content, to
be in peace, to be in joy, to understand.

The need for peace, the attraction to peace, is not created. It is
innate within every human being. There are ups and downs, but there is a place inside that is neither up nor
down, a place that is steady. Peace is within and the thirst for peace is also within.

You don't have to search for peace, because you already have it.
How do you find something that has been with you every day of
your life? It lies in the realm where breath comes and goes and
brings the gift of existence. You are alive. You can feel pain, but
more importantly, you can feel joy. You can feel turmoil, but most
importantly, you can feel peace. You have the ability to feel
contentment.

Know yourself, this beautiful symphony that you are, this beautiful
poetry that you are, this beautiful story that you are. Knowing what
is within brings peace.

This peace is not the story of desperation—the trauma and drama of
what is lacking. Learn to measure this existence by what you have,
not what you don't have. What you have is so much more powerful
than what you don't have. There is a feeling of peace dancing within you that is more beautiful than you could
ever imagine.

The heart nudges you—not to back up, but to go forward. So many of us would stand at the pinnacle of our life
and just look back. The heart says, "Turn around and go forward." Follow the river of time. It will take you
places you have never been—places that are simple.

Turn down the volume. Something is whispering. Let it come closer
and closer to you. This whisper, this wish for peace and
contentment, can be heard. The voice inside has always asked for
one thing, and that is peace. It has been there ever since you were
little, and it will be there for as long as you live. Listen to what is
being said. This is the story of your life. It is not new, but it is so
exciting. This is your opportunity.

Success is opportunity observed, opportunity taken. If you want to
be successful in your life, you have to be an opportunist. If you see
this life as an opportunity for peace, an opportunity to be content,
take it. The plaque on the wall is not success. The plaque in the
heart—that is success. On this inner wall, frame the beautiful poetry
that awakens you every day and inspires you to take the
opportunity to be in peace. It is possible to have that in your life.
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